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Small group Bible studies are vital to a dynamic campus
ministry. They provide an opportunity for students to
interact deeply with the scripture and develop strong
friendships. We have had Bible studies in the dorms for
two years, but this year they really boomed. Here in their
own words are several student’s thoughts about the im-
pact of the Bible studies this year.

Taylor College House
When I first came to the Taylor Bible Study, I didn’t
expect too much. Here I was, fresh out of an all-girls
Catholic high school and as crazy as it seems, I needed a
break from religion. I needed a break from those twelve
years of religion classes, years of bad homilies going in
one ear and out the other, learning of Jesus’ life over and
over again...the same teachings tailored to different audi-
ences. Church was too serious and I needed some fun.

However, this ‘break’ did not last long as I soon found
myself led to a Bible study, questioning the way I had
been defining ‘religion.’ Religion was what happened in
church and school – a thing of the past. Life was some-
thing totally different. Life was the present reality, the
way people truly acted in today’s world. But what was
this reality? Religion had to be something more and I
wanted an answer; so I continued to go to church and got
more involved in Bible study. It was and still is impossi-
ble to avoid this study.

Let’s be serious, though: who would want to stay away
from this study? Its environment is just too special to
refuse. We all enter with our different backgrounds, with
our different opinions and personalities – and even though
I feel badly for disagreeing so much, I never feel uncom-
fortable for disagreeing. These people are some of the
best people that I have met in my entire lifespan. They are
always there when advice is needed and are always there
to have a fun time, whether that be joking around in the
Red Lounge, planning a Friday social event, or planning
a random trip to Philadelphia.

They truly have taught me that Bible studies don’t have to
be 100% truly starched and formal. Rather, it’s a time of
brotherhood, of joy and love. I just want to say ‘Thank
You’ to each and every person I have met through this
experience. Each of you holds a special place in my life.

Student

The Quad
On Thursday nights at 7:45, students living in the Fresh-
man Quad meet in the B Lounge of Dravo to study God’s
word. The study, led by the ridiculously good looking
Seamas Whitesel and Jenna Warner, spent last semester
studying the book of 1 John and its applications – and this
semester has begun reading Galatians.  The study first
reads the passage for the night, and then discusses the
meaning, relevance, and application of each verse and the
passage as a whole.

In addition to studying the scriptures there is prayer and
a time of fellowship that takes place after the study ends. 
Amazing home made snacks are provided by the ridicu-
lously good looking Emily Harlow, which provide suste-
nance for hours of post meeting discussions and debates
about politics, high theology, and the greatness of Califor-
nia.  

At the beginning of last semester I was one of a thousand
incoming freshmen, thousands of miles away from my
home, family, and friends in Los Angeles, trying unsuc-
cessfully to find friends whose idea of fun did not consist
of getting trashed and waking up in a stranger’s bed. 
This Bible study provided me with an opportunity to meet



and become friends with ridiculously good looking broth
ers and sisters in Christ. Over the past seven months my
faith has greatly matured and I have grown closer to God,
and this study, and the friendships that came out of it,
have been key in this growth.

With all that is going on, the B Lounge is certainly the
place to be on Thursday nights: an awesome study of
God’s word, prayer, phenomenal snacks, and of course,
chilling with ridiculously good looking people.

Jeff Shaw

Lower Campus
The lower campus Bible study is a weekly study led by
Pastor Green that usually includes 5 to 10 upperclassmen
from both on and off campus. At the beginning of the
semester a book or topic is chosen, and each week focuses
on a few selected verses. The study begins with a time of
prayer, followed by instruction and discussion and some-
times even ends with a snack. This semester the study is
focusing on 1 Peter, and past semesters have focused on
1 John, Ruth, and the topic of prayer. The Bible study is
held on Monday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 pm in Campus
Square. All are welcome!

Christine Regalla

Sayre Park
The Sayre Park Bible study has a special charm to it this
year. Most of this year's members came from the Fresh-
man Quad study, so everyone is quite comfortable with
each other and each other's ideas. We meet once a week in
the living room of one of the suites in Sayre, which gives
us plenty of room to fellowship, pray, and discuss God's
word. We have been slowly but surely studying the book
of 1 Peter, which has caused confusion at times but has
also taught us great life lessons. Our goal is to finish and
have a good understanding of 1 Peter and its contents. But
the study also focuses on what we can learn from each
other and the differing ideas each person brings to the
table. Overall, the Sayre study is a great place for its
members to take time out of their busy schedules to really
dig deep into what God has to say to each and every one
of us.

Josh Callen
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This was our third year-end camp, and it was the best
ever! The facility required us to pay for 30 people. We
prayed for 30 students, and God brought 30! Steve Wil-

son, a near by pastor, did a heroic job teaching, and Jim
Femister brought an excellent book table.
The summer fellowship is well underway. We’re studying
the book of Acts, and it has already impressed us. Last
week one student reported that he was faced with a seri-
ous temptation, but remembering that Jesus has ascended
to the right hand of God and rules from heaven helped
him to resist. Pray for several unbelievers who are com-
ing.
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It seemed as though the copier shouldn’t need to be fixed
several times a year. On the most recent visit the service-
man prescribed $800 of repairs. I went to the dealer and
discovered that this model is so outdated they no longer
make parts for it, so major repairs would be foolish. We
plan to replace it with a similar (but much newer) model
for $1500.

We were not expecting this cost, so we are scrambling to
cover it. If everyone who receives this letter could con-
tribute $10 to $20, that would cover the cost. Would you
consider a special contribution to help with this need? 
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Today I prepared the first two of the fall Bible studies in
Philippians. When I lead studies on Philippians, I try to
get across Paul’s message that the Christian life is a part-
nership with other believers. Christ gave up His divine
honor to humbly serve us, so we should likewise humbly
serve each other.

I also thank God for you, who have shared so generously
with us as partners in this ministry. Thanks for your
prayers and gifts!
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